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My action research project explores how 
students currently understand and engage 
with photographic studio terminology, and 
how their competence and confidence in 

this area can be improved. 

Exploring Gaps in Student Understanding of Photographic Studio Language

Speaking the Studio:

How can student competence and confidence in using photographic studio terminology be improved?



Context...

• Teaching for 4 years now!

• I  teach students across a variety of Fashion Media and 
Communication courses.

• Deliver a wide range  of technical workshops.

• IP Unit Intervention: I developed an Inclusive Toolkit for 
Photography Workshops  focusing on student accessibility 
and engagement.



Context...

• Technical workshops rely heavily on specialist terminology

• Students enter with mixed cultural, linguistic and technical 
backgrounds

• Language identified as an invisible barrier  to learning 

• Assumed knowledge  can limit participation, engagement and 
confidence

T h i n g s  I  q u i c k l y  d i s c o v e r e d
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GLOSSARY

APP



RESET

WHAT DON'T I  KNOW?

RESEARCH + REFOCUS



Rationale

• Studio terminology directly affects confidence, 
communication, and participation  in photographic learning 
environments.

• MA Fashion Photography  students were the focus due to their 
extensive studio use, diverse backgrounds, and the 
expectation of professional-level technical language.

• Improving shared technical language could support  teaching 
consistency  and confident, independent studio practice for 
students.



STUDENTS EDUCATORS LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

My RGB mind-map



Research Methods

DATA FROM RESOURCES

DATA FROM BOOKINGS

COLLABORATION

QUESTIONNAIRES



Resources



Resources

• LCFTech pages active since 2019.

• Most photography related pages 
published by 2021.

• Extremely low engagement!

• Almost all resources have similar if  
less

Introduction to Photography Lighting Technical Resource Page Views



Bookings

• A 1/4 of students have  not used 
the studios so far. 

• Bookings on ORB have been 
slow, especially for MA students.

 
• Equipment bookings have been 

steady throughout.

• Studios and studio related 
equipment bookings have been 
consistent.

completed (24)
not completed (9)



Building the questionnaires

• Choosing my research audience
• Respond to what I was already seeing 

in the workshops
• Open to suggestions and solutions 
• Focus on access, not deficits 
(learning and support, rather than 
testing knowledge)
• Ethical considerations 
• Encourage Reflection 

Quantitative + Qualitative questions

• Confidence scales for studio 
equipment and terminology

• Image-based questions 
• Multiple-choice questions 
• Open-ended questions 



Student Questionnaire  findings 

MA Fashion Photography Participants: 13/33



Student Questionnaire  findings 

MA Fashion Photography Participants: 13/33



Technician Questionnaire findings

Participants: 7/30



Technician Questionnaire findings

Participants: 7/30



what now ?



• Action Research shared with the 
department.

• Ongoing departmental investigation into 
studio accessibility across the college.

• Further refinement of Async resources. 
• Introduction of a 'keywords' section across 

all Async resource pages.
• Implementation of interactive glossary 

activities within workshops.
• Embedding Supervised Studio sessions.
• Evaluation of impact through student 

feedback and observation.
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